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municatiqn with the Shan tribes on our south-eastern frontier ;
and it would appear to he an object well worthy of attention,
to endeavour to renew and place our intercourse with them
upon a permanent footing. We know that Chinese caravans,
from the southern portions of Yunan, are accustomed annual-
ly to visit these Shan provinces ; and whether we obtain their
merchandize direct from the Chinese themselves, or through
the Shans, the result in either case must be to create an equi-
valent demand for British products, and to disseminate them
generally among the numerous tribes with whom we have at
present little or no intercourse,

81st. Though Dr. Richardson was not permitted to visit
Zimrae, the capital of northern Laos, he succeeded in reach-
ing- Labun, a town about half'a day's journey distant from it,
where he saw a good deal of English broad cloth,  and some
specimens of English chintz, of the small sprig pattern,  ad-
mired at Bankok, from whence it is supposed to have come;
he also saw much cotton, ivory, and stick lac, and some musk,
which are exchanged for articles the produce of China, from
whence a caravan consisting of one or two thousand horses
or mules annually visits this part  of Laos.    In the  second
volume of the Gleanings of Science,  where this account of
Dr. Richardson's journey is given, it is added, that our broad
cloths, chintzes, and cuttlery are much prized in Laos ;   and
as the distance even of the circuitous route by which Dr.
Richardson was taken, is less than that traversed by the
Chinese caravans from Yunan to Ava, there seems no reason
why, if proper encouragement were given, these enterprising
traders should not annually visit Moulmein, and supply them-
selves with British goods at a rate infinitely more reasonable
than they can possibly be obtained from Bankok, enhanced
as the prices necessarily are there, by the extortions prac-
tised against every description of merchant, and the heavy
imposts levied upon every variety of imported foreign produce.
It is possible, however, that these considerations have not been
overlooked, and that an intercourse which promised such
favourable results has already been established, though the
fact may not be generally known.